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hut it was exceedingly problematical whether such orders would
meet with obedience on the other side of the globe.1

In the meanwhile a proposal was made by the Dutch for
an amalgamation of the two Companies.2 This proposal
proving distasteful to the English, commissioners, of whom the
celebrated Grotius was one, were sent over to London in the
spring of i6i3.3 The negotiation came to nothing ; but towards

^ the end of the following year James determined to
take it up again, and accordingly directed Clement
Edmondes, the Clerk of the Council, together with two other
commissioners, to betake themselves to the Hague, to treat
upon the disputed points, under Wotton's superintendence.
At the same time they were ordered to try to come to some
terms on the subject of the disputed fishing-grounds.

The commissioners arrived at their destination on January
20,1615. The discussions were carried on till the beginning of

l6lgt April, when the negotiations were finally broken off.
tbTatathe rj^e English began by demanding that the principle
Hague. Of freedom of trade should be at once accepted, as
the starting-point of the deliberations. The Dutch replied
that they had been at considerable expense in equipping fleets,
by which the seats of the spice trade had been cleared of the
Portuguese, and that the native princes who had been suc-
coured by them were under contract to furnish the produce of
their territories exclusively to them. It was not fair, therefore,
that the English should share in the benefits which others
had gained only after a considerable expenditure of men and
money.

Upon this the English professed their readiness to bear
their fair share in the defence of the islands against the Spaniards
and Portuguese. This, however, was not sufficient for the
Dutch. They declared plainly that the only condition on
which the English could be admitted to an equality with
Holland in the spice trade was an engagement to join in an
aggressive warfare upon Spain, at least beyond the Cape.

1  \Vinwood to Salisbury, Jan. 31, 1612, S. P. Hoi

2  Win wood to Salisbury, March 10, 1612, S. P. JffoL
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